
Reading Conference Questions 

 

 Move around to the students and connect with as many as you can each day (try to 

conference with each student at least once a week).  Short frequent conferences with 

individual students are effective.  Ask authentic questions that get the students talking 

and encourage in depth understanding of the story:  How is your reading going?  Why did 

you choose this book? Tell me about what you are reading.  Are there sections of the 

book in which you think the author has done a good job?  How does the book begin?  

What are some things you have learned about reading? (Santa, 1993)   

 Ask students if they want to read a favorite part or a paragraph or two aloud to 

you.  Record the date and anecdotal information on your class record sheet.  

 

About the book: 

Why did you choose this book? 

What do you think of the book so far? 

Tell me something that is happening now. 

What do you think will happen? 

What do you visualize as you are reading? 

How do you think they will solve this problem? 

Do you like the way the book is set up? (Chapters, format, etc.) 

 

About the characters: 

Do you identify with any of the characters? 

Who is the main character?  

Why do you like/dislike this character? 

How do the characters interact with each other? 

What problem(s) are the characters facing? 

 

About the setting: 

Where does the story take place? 

If there are multiple places, which is most frequent? 

Is the setting important to the story?  Does it have to happen here? 

 

About the author: 

Who wrote this book? 

Have you read anything by this author before? 

Would you like to read another book by this author?  Why or why not? 

What do you like about the author’s writing? 

 

Booktalk: 

Would you recommend this book to friends? Why or Why not? 

What books are you interested in reading? 

 

 

 

 


