
   Strategies Successful Readers Use 

 

The following list and information is adapted from the excellent book, When Kids Can’t Read 
by Kylene Beers (2003), with some additions and deletions. A variety of other sources that have 

focused on what good readers do were also used.  Many of the sources were adapted from books, 

workshops and the internet. 
 

Good readers have developed the following mindsets towards reading. 
 

 They read in order to get meaning.  Reading is an active process where they are 

consistently trying to understand what is being read whether it is a novel or a textbook. 

 

 They use sensory images to aid comprehension and to create a picture in their mind of 

what they are reading. 

 

 The readers utilize reading strategies.  Most good readers are unaware of the variety of 

strategies they use from visualizing to questioning, to predicting and more. 

 

 Inferences are drawn from the text using background knowledge and clues from the text.  

Readers understanding of language allow them to understand complex sentences. 

 

 Connections are continually being made between their prior knowledge and what they are 

reading: text to self (this reminds me of someone or something in my life), text to text 

(This reminds me of something I’ve read or seen.), and text to world (This reminds me of 

something that has happened in the world.). 

 

 They employ fix-up strategies to repair any confusion they may have with the text. 

 

 They use self-questioning of the text to understand and clarify.  They look at the author’s 

purpose for writing the text and they can question its validity. 

 

 “They evaluate their engagement and enjoyment with a text so they know if they liked it, 

why or why not it appealed to them, and whether or not they would recommend it to 

anyone else.” (K. Beers, 2003) 

 

 Readers read fluently.  When they read a complicated text they know to slow down.  

They are able to adjust their reading rate to meet the demand of what they are reading. 

 

 

 
Thoughts for Reading Workshop:  Teachers can share insights on what good readers do 

with individual students during conferences or with the entire class.  When you are 

reading to the class, you can use think alouds to demonstrate how you use these skills 

in your own reading.  Often we assume all of our students read this way naturally – 

many do not and they need your support and your teaching in learning how to use these 

skills in their own reading.  


