
Reading Workshop Terms 

Reading Workshop – A consistent time is set aside each day for students to read.  It is more than S.S.R. and D.E.A.R.  Students are allowed to self-select their reading at an 

appropriate level using a student friendly method, such as the method for establishing the three levels of book difficulty, lexiles, reading zones etc.  Students will learn to utilize the 

information they gain in teacher and student booktalks (discussed below) to help them find books that excite them.  Students monitor their reading in reading logs and set goals 

for themselves.  Teachers monitor students reading using a daily status report (classroom reading log).  Individual students are given time to talk about books and reading 

strategies in weekly individual teacher conferences where teachers ask real questions, ones they don’t know they answer to. Teachers work with students until they find a book or 

audiobook that holds their interest. Also, at the end of reading workshop the teacher can provide established student pairs with a short time to respond to what they read using 

specific sentence starters or students can write a short response.  Student and student and/or teacher and student collaborate to help each other succeed.  Reading workshop 

looks like students actively engaged in reading and teachers out of their desk conferencing with students, monitoring students reading, providing reading support when needed, 

aiding with self selection, and much more.  Reading workshop can be one of the simplest and, yet, one of the most difficult things you do. 

Time – Time is always a problem.  However, students who read more become better readers.  Build a student’s reading stamina by starting with short periods of time.  Slowly build 

on that time as students begin to discover the joy of  reading and become focused active readers.  With that in mind, design your classroom schedule to eventually allow for twenty to 
thirty minutes of reading time each day.  .  A consistent predictable time creates good reading habits.  A quiet environment gives students the opportunity to get involved with the 

book of their choice. 

Selection – Provide children with book choices in your classroom and time in the school library.  Encourage students to bring books from home and head down to the public library.  

Be sure and have audiobooks available for some reluctant or struggling readers. The value of audiobooks is addressed in a later section. 

Atwell’s Three Levels of Book Difficulty which will aid students in self-selection of appropriate books–  

 “ Holiday or easy read 

 Just Right – a book at or close to the child’s reading level. An easy way for the child to determine this is Jeanette Veatch’s “rule of thumb.”  Readers turns to page in the 

middle of the book that he or she is considering, reads it silently, and puts down a finger at each unfamiliar word.  If the child hits five words – uses up all four finders and 

thumb – that’s an indication that a title is too difficult: for now it’s still a Challenge book. 

 Challenge – a book which requires adult assistance.”  A student can read a challenge book in audiobook form. 

Audiobooks - Students who find reading laborious avoid picking up books, magazines, and articles to read.  Classmates that are proficient readers access and read materials easily 

and readily.  The gap widens between the two groups as one stagnates, because of lack of reading, the other group’s reading skills improve: vocabulary grows, they more readily 
understand complicated text, they gain more background knowledge etc. Struggling readers should have the opportunity to access recorded books.  Research demonstrates that 

struggling readers make significant gains in reading achievement when instruction includes use of recorded books.  Listening to high-interest, authentic literature catches the 

attention of the most resistant reader.  More information on audio books is included in this booklet 

Student and Teacher keep record of what they read: (Blackline masters included) 

 Student Reading Log (several samples are included in packet) – Students have a reading folder containing their student reading log and books they want to read.  Each 

day they record the page number they ended on.  If students are taking their books home to read, this reading will be reflected in the page number they are on. 

 Want to Read Log – students record titles of books they hope to read someday.  Book talks are great ways for them to discover great reads. 

 Class Record Sheet – At the end of reading workshop students record the page number they are on.  Next, the teacher takes her class record sheet (status report) and 
calls each student’s name.  When the student’s name is called, the student quickly reports the page number he/she is on.  The teacher records the number and then she 

can easily monitor a student’s reading.  

Intervening to support Struggling Readers – Struggling and reluctant readers need to be closely monitored to ensure success.  If left on their own they will not make gains.  They 

often need help selecting books, learning how to choose books and understanding how to monitor their comprehension.  A help sheet is included for these readers. 

Reading Goals – Determine if the goal will be the number of books read at the Just Right Level, pages read, minutes read etc.  Goals can be changed monthly, quarterly etc.    Give 

the students guidance in setting a realistic goal.  Show them how to track their reading so they can see how much they have read.  Students enjoy celebrating their accomplishments.  

Students record their goal inn their reading log.  It is important for the teacher to record student goals on a class record sheet. (Graphs and sample sheets included) 

Conference – This provides students with an opportunity to respond to their reading, and teachers an opportunity to guide and support the individual student.  Move around to the 

students and connect with as many as you can each day (try to conference with each student at least once a week).  Short frequent conferences with individual students are 

effective.  Ask authentic questions that get the students talking and encourage in depth understanding of the story:  How is your reading going?  Why did you choose this book? Tell me 
about what you are reading.  Are there sections of the book in which you think the author has done a good job?  How does the book begin?  What are some things you have learned 
about reading? (Santa, 1993)  Student sentence starters (included) can help with a response.  Ask students if they want to read a favorite part or a paragraph or two aloud to you.  
Record the date and anecdotal information on your class record sheet. Sample questions are in this booklet. 

Booktalks – A literary community is made through booktalks.  Provide sharing time, either in a small group or whole class, for a  few minutes at the end of reading workshop, after 

the student and class record keeping has taken place.  In the beginning encourage students to use booktalk student sentence starters (included) to frame a short discussion of their 

book.  However, try to keep the booktalks enthusiastic endorsements of books students loved.  When listening to booktalks, students should open their logs to the Want to Read page 

and record any titles they are interested in.  A “Book-talk Café” is a wonderful way for students to share their great reads. (A relaxed small group atmosphere – treats and drinks 

are optional but nice.) 

Monitor – Teachers continually monitor their records to see if students are reading.  Teachers take steps to assure that all are actively reading. 

Research – On pages 13 and 20 is a graph, which indicates to the student how increased time reading each day will impact the student’s vocabulary, their knowledge base, fluency 

etc. This is a visual that makes very clear to students the importance of increased time reading. 

What efficient readers do – Before, during and after reading strategies are important to share with the students.  Strategy bookmarks are included in this booklet.  A list of what 

good readers do is included and can, also, be found online.  Kylene Beers’ book, When Kids Can’t Read,  has powerful tools to aid teachers in reading instruction. 

Home Reading, Home Reading Calendar and Parent Letter –  Blackline masters are included in this packet.  You can provide students with these.  Most parents really 

appreciate having some direction with their student’s at home reading. 

Accelerated Reading and Reading Workshop – Accelerated Reading and Reading workshop can operate well together.  If students locate a book that is not labeled as an AR book, 

they can prepare a brief reflection on the book (a sample blackline master is provided) and the points awarded can be found on the AR website (www.arbookfind.com).  Teachers can 

hand enter these points into AR.  Teacher’s use of the class record sheet will chronicle the time student spent reading the book. 
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